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Abstract

The general objective of the study is to introduce the Values of Religious Tolerance that enable
the followers of Christianity and Islam to live together in Borena district of South Wollo zone.
The study was conducted using descriptive method of qualitative research design. The study has
used observation and interview as a data collection tool to collect folklore Values of Religious
Tolerance in the community. The data were collected in the real culture and social context of the
studied society for eight months consequently by the researcher. Eight people selected through
the purposeful sampling method participated in the interview as data receivers. The research has
used functional folkloric theory to investigate the importance of religious values of tolerance in
the society. The values used for the study are the folklore aspects that the society practices and
has in its daily life. According to the results of the study, there are many folkloric values of
religious tolerance that contribute to solidarity in South Wollo Zone Borena District. And the
main ones can be summarized under two folklore genres (Social custom, socio-political
institution). i.e folk-medicine, folk-belief, Cultural marriage are under Social custom. And Edir,
traditional judiciary and Jige/Azmach are under Socio-political Institution. According to the
results obtained by organizing and analyzing the data; for Borena district society, values of
religious tolerance mean togetherness, social cohesion. In Borena; the Christian or the Muslim
believes in his/her heart and goes to these places of wholly water ("Tsebel’) to get relief from
their health and devil sprits. S/he will be healed by their crosses. Moreover, the community
applies traditional beliefs to overcome the problems of storm and snow in the area. In terms of
marriage, being a follower of Christianity or Islam is not a requirement in their marriage
culture. A Muslim girl/boy can marries a Christian boy/girl, or vice versa. The traditional judges
(elders 'Shimagles') were chosen based on their wisdom, loyalty, patience, social status and
economic potential. Being Muslim or Christian is not considered as a requirement for electing
the elders and Edir leaders. Moreover, when a Christian marries his/her daughter/ boy, a
Muslim can participate and share food coast of weeding program food ceremony traditionally;
i.e Azmach. This food ceremony, Azmach may be prepared for Muslims or Christians. It is fixed
in communicating with the bride's family. Generally, folk-medicine, folk-belief, Cultural
marriage, Edir, traditional judiciary and Jige/Azmach made the Borena society to live in
harmony without any religious differences.

Keywords: Social Custom, socio-political institutions
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